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fancy boxes, wafer-stamps, and other articles. It is well known
in India that the female tree produces the "best and hardest
timber, and that that of the male is considered so inferior that,
unless the trees are very old, it is never used. The juice is
used in the preparation of cements.
9. Leaves and Fibres.—When the leaves are intended for
thatching houses, and for making fences for gardens and fields,
they are laid flat on the ground in layers one over another and
often with weights upon them to assist in flattening them. The
thatch formed of these does not last so long nor is it so handsome
as that made'from the plaited Coconut leaves. Palmyra thatch,
when laid on well, lasts for two years, but being so plentiful
and cheap, the leaves are generally renewed yearly.
In India as well as in Ceylon the leaves are extensively used
for manuring the rice fields. The fan parts are put into the
ground till they rot off; they are found to be an excellent manure,
giving a quantity of silicious and other matter to the soil.
Mats of various sizes, used instead of carpets on floors, for
ceilings and for many other purposes, are made of the Palmyra
leaves. Ola-bags are also formed and are useful for purposes
where strength of texture is not an object. Even water baskets for
raising water are made of the leaves. Thejr are circular at the
top but taper down in a triangular form to the bottom, which
is a point. They are occasionally woven into hats and caps.
At Diamond Harbour, near Calcutta, hats have for many years
been made of this material and sold to the European sailors
who visit Calcutta.
Umbrellas made of these leaves, though doubtless very good
for protection from-sun and rain, are rather inconvenient, as
they are made in such a way that they cannot be folded. They
have a handle and are about the size of an ordinary umbrella
when expanded. Single leaves are occasionally used as a
protection from the sun when the weather is very hot,
A great variety of fans are made from the leaves; some are
nicely painted, and covered with pieces of transparent and
colourless talc, others are made to fold into a small compass,
and again to expand, when, panted, into an almost perfect circle.
Several kinds of fibre may be obtained from the Palmyra
Palm: a loose fibre which surrounds the base of the leaf-stalk;

